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ductive capacity of the entire country are situated in this belt,
where the northern slopes of the Vindhyas gradually merge
into the Gangetic plain. The location of these factories is very
favourable as it gives them equally easy access both to some
of the finest Indian raw materials found in the Vindhyas as
well as to the consumers' markets in some of the most densely
populated regions of the Gangetic valley. The factories in the
eastern section also enjoy the advantage of being quite near
the coal region.
Up to this time the location of most of these factories is
regarded as defective from the point of view of markets. The
principal markets for cement, at present, lie in the great ports
of Calcutta and Bombay, and in these markets most of these
factories are handicapped by their remoteness. The Katni
group of factories is 670 miles from Calcutta and 680 miles
from Bombay; Japla, where the works of the Son Valley
Portland Cement Company are situated, is 370 miles from
Calcutta, while the Associated Cement Companies' works at
Lakheri are 610 miles from Bombay. But, as we expect the
tempo of industrial development to be shifted from the coastal
areas to the regions of the interior, this drawback may dis-
appear in the near future. The remaining productive capacity
of the industry outside this region is distributed in the Pun-
jab, Sind, Kathiawar, Bombay, Mysore, Madras and Assam.
Most of the factories are able to obtain limestone of good
quality within a range of 20 to 30 miles. But in distant re-
gions like the Punjab and Madras difficulty is experienced in
obtaining from long distances suitable coal with low ash per-
centage for use in the kiln (which amounts to 50 per cent of
;the coal required for use in the works and which is not found
-outside Bengal and Bihar). Apart from this handicap, the
distribution of the industry appears to be quite rational.
The most important section of the glass industry of India
is located near Agra between the towns of Firozabad and
Shikohabad. In the north the industry extends up to the
iowns of Bsihjoi and Balawali, and Naini (near Allahabad) is
an important centre in the east. Agra district alone accounts
for the employment of 33 per cent and the United Provinces
as a whole for 47 per cent of the total number of .workers
employed in this industry in India. The main reasons for